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January Meeting

o, The January meeting of the Orange County Historical Society will
\,' Q take place on Monday, January 23rd, at the Society’s Headquarters and
\.

Research Center, 130 Caroline Streetin Orange. Light Refreshments will
~ be served at 7:30 and the meeting will begin at 8:00 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS MEETING COMES EARLY. Instead of being held on the usual
last Monday of the month, our January meetings are scheduled for the Monday closest to
January 21st in commemoration of the anniversary of the first Orange County court which was held
January 21, 1734.

This is the Society’s Annual Meeting and the one in which the Board of Directors will be
elected. In light of the limited amount of business we need to cover, our program will feature
remarks by Kathy Dwyer Southern, the new Executive Director of Montpelier. For those of you
who have not yet met her, this will be a good opportunity to do so.

The present members of the Board of Directors are as follows:

Larry D. Dermody Pete Holladay*

Carolyn French Carter Jacobs

Ben E. Grimm Barbara Little

Barbara Harkness Richard L. Sanford

Bob Hickerson* Frank S. Walker, Jr., President*
Bob Hobson* Ronald E. Wilson

* Indicates Board Members whose terms expire January 1995, one of them (Bob Hickerson)
has agreed to serve another term if elected.

The Nominating Committee proposes the following Society members for election to the
Board of Directors to replace those retiring:

Parker Archibald
Bob Hickerson
Gilbert Queitzsch
Joe Wayner

Here, We Go Again!

1995 dues have been slow coming in — but our bills have not! In case you have forgotten:
Annual Regular are $12.50; Annual Sustaining $50.00; Annual Patron $100 to 300.00; Life
Membership $300.00.

Madison Run Marble Quarry
From the Piedmont Virginian of February 27, 1885:

MARBLE — Parties from the North arrived here a few days ago to work the
Marble Quarry at Madison Run. As soon as the weather opens a large force
will be put in.

Note: This is believed to be the same quarry that John Payne Todd (Dolley Madison’s son
from her first marriage) tried to work in the early nineteenth century without success. Noted Orange
County historian W. W. Scott wrote of the same quary in his history of Orange County [pg. 116] that
“Beautiful marble was obtained from it, but veined with a very hard quartz so destructive to tools
that it was found impracticable to work it.”
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Orange County Courthouse Notes
Contributed by Ulysses P. Joyner, Jr., Clerk, Orange County Circuit Court
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Ordered that the Sheriff summon twenty of the most capable freeholders of
this County not being Ordinary keepers, constables, Surveyors of High ways
or Owners or Occupiers of a mill to appear at Next November Court for Grand
Jury of Inquest for the Body of this County. (Orange County Order Book 6,
Page 53, August 25, 1749)

NOTE: Apparently the intent of the law was to exclude from the grand jury those persons
who were in daily contact with a lot of people.

(Sound familiar, O. J.?)
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At a court held at Orange Courthouse the 26th day of February, 1740, for the
examination of Alex. Sweeney committed for Coining Counterfeiting and
debasing the Spanish Curr. Coin. Present: Thos. Chew, Robt. Slaughter,
Zachary Taylor, Edward Spencer, Ben Borden, John Cattlett & John Lewis
(Orange County Order Book 2, Page 306)

NOTE: Counterfeiting was apparently a problem even in Colonial Orange.
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March Meeting — A Change of Venue

The March meeting of the Orange County Historical Society will
. takeplace Monday, March 27th, AT ST. THOMAS EPISCOPALCHURCH,
;‘ 119 Caroline Street in Orange. The Church is located diagonally across
‘ ’g G the street from our Society’s building and next to the James Madison
¥ i Museum. Light refreshments will be served at 7:30 IN THE CHURCH'S
G '_ PARISH HALL and the program will begin there at 8:00 p.m.
‘ Frank Walker will give a brief program on the pre-Revolutionary
i history of the Anglican Church in the Virginia Colony; a short history
of St. Thomas Parish, Orange County; and a presentation on the existing
* church structure.

1995 Board of Directors

Members of the Society’s 1995 Board of Directors are as follows: Ben Grimm, President;
Bob Hickerson, Vice-President; Barbara Little, Treasurer; Parker Archibald; Larry D. Dermody;
Carolyn French; Barbara Harkness; Carter Jacobs; Gil Queitzch; Richard Sanford; Joe Wayner; and
Ron Wilson. Our immediate past president, Frank Walker, has graciously agreed to serve as
Secretary, even though he is no longer on the Board.

Attention, Please!

Membership dues are running behind what they usually are this time of the year. For those
of you who have not paid your 1995 dues, this is another reminder: Annual Regular $12.50, Annual
Sustaining $50.00, Annual Patron $100.00 to $300.00, Life Membership $300.00. Annual
memberships run from January 1st through December 31st of each year. ‘

Civil War Stamp Series

The United States Postal Service plans to issue this summer a series |/
of 32¢ Civil War stamps, one of which will show an artist’s re-creation of
the 1863 battle of Chancellorsville. This Chancellorsville stamp depicts
Union artillery facing west on the dirt Orange-Fredericksburg Turnpike,
which is now State Route 3. The new set is due out in Gettysburg on June
29th, and the Chancellorsville Visitor’s Center on Route 3 hopes to have
a second-day of issue ceremony at that site.

Old Letter from a Young Lawyer

Francis B. Hastings, Jr. (“Bing” to most people here), a former resident of Orange and a
member of our Society, has given us permission to share with other members a letter dated
December 3, 1865, from his grandfather William W. Burgess to Burgess’ father (Bing’s great-
grandfather). That letter with a few omissions is transcribed on the back of this newsletter.

William Burgess was from Maryland, attended the University of Virginia, and served in the
Ist Virginia Cavalry of the Confederate Army. He was captured at Manassas in August 1862 and
exchanged in September, but was captured again in 1864. Released in 1865, young Burgess came
to Orange that year to practice law, and some years later he married Anna Taylor of “Meadow
Farm,” Orange County.
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Dec. 3° /65
My Dear Sir -

I received through Joe your letter of the 9th Nov. containing $25. Small favors thankfully
received, I am fixed up here tolerably comfortably, get very good board for $15 per month, wood
$3 per cord room rent $4 per month, & all expences included I can live for about 25 dollars a month.
As for the prospect for practicing it is not yet very flattering and I don’t think will be until at least
next summer. The way law is yet in force in this state which to a great extent prevents litigation.
After looking round a good deal I think this is about the best place I can find in this state.

It is true there will be four practicing Lawyers here besides myself but with one exception
they are all young men like myself just starting and from what little conversations I have had with
them don’t think they are any better versed in the Law than I am. I want to go back to studying this
winter and post myself up on the whole subject so that in case I do get anything to do I will be
prepared to give them the law. Two of the young lawyers here are disposed to extend me great
courtsey [sic.]. The old lawyer however — who is this states attorney & who has been for many
years the almost complete control of the courts here, views the attempt of any one who comes to get
into practice here with a great deal of jealousy, fearing that inroads may be made on his own and
son’s practice. I think of trying to establish a Real Estate Agency in connection with my practice,
there is a great deal of land now in this county for sale and I can get as much as I want to sell at 5
per cent commission. The people here now have no objections to Yankees or anybody else coming
and buying their land if they can only get the money. So I have an idea that I will get some
advertisements inserted in the Baltimore & New York papers and see if I can’t effect some sales.
The land is generally very good in this vicinity and is held at low prices — from 10 to 20 dollars an
acre being about the average.

I am getting some little to do, not that pay yet however. Ihave been retained on one right
important case in which if T am successful it will pay very handsomely. The controversy involves
upwards of 30,000 dollars, the case is given to me entirely, if I gain it I shall make some several
thousand myself — a good many difficult points are involved however and it will require a Chancery
suit of considerable duration to settle the question. . . .

The people in this section manifest but little interest in politics, not caring who, or which
party rules as they have lost their liberty anyhow. Yankee soldiers are garrisoned in all the country
towns for the purpose as they say of regulating the freedmen, but really I suppose to keep the people
in a state of humiliation and make them feel who their masters are, this is all natural enough and
nothing more than could be expected.

Let me hear from you soon.

Yours &c WWBurgess
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April Meeting
‘ i I I Orange. Light refreshments will be served at 7:30 and the
program will begin at 8:00 p.m.

As a joint project between your Society, the James Madison Museum, and the Orange
Downtown Alliance, we will present as our April meeting “Orange County and the Southern
Railway.” Society Research Associate (and James Madison Museum president) Ken Clark will
chronicle the role of the Southern Railway in Orange County, from its arrival as the Orange &
Alexandria Railroad in the 1850’s to the present-day Norfolk Southern Corporation. Following the
historical presentation, a representative of the Orange Downtown Alliance will give us an update
on the current renovation of the former Southern train station in the town of Orange.

To round out the program, we will also have on display some items of railroad memorabilia
from the James Madison Museum’s current exhibit “All Aboard Orange: The History of Railroads
in Orange County, Virginia.”

The April meeting of the Orange County Historical
Society will take place Monday, April 24th, at the Society’s
Headquarters and Research Center, 130 Caroline Street in

Hume Diary Receives Recognition

On February 20th at the General Assembly session in the Virginia State Capitol, our Society
was in the limelight when Delegate John J. “Butch” Davies presented a copy of The Fanny Hume
Diary of 1862 to the Library of Virginia. Nolan T. Yelich, then Acting State Librarian (since
appointed State Librarian), received the diary for the library.

Randolph Grymes who edited this diary was introduced to the Assembly by Delegate Davies,
as was Frank Walker, then President of the Orange County Historical Society which published the
book. Mr. Davies complimented Randolph on his research effort in identifying the people and
events mentioned by Miss Hume, and for making this portion of the history of the area available.
He also complimented the Society on its effort in preserving local history. The news release from
his office appeared in several local newspapers and precipitated a feature story in the Fredericksburg
Free Lance-Star which was picked up by the Associated Press and printed further afield.

The Society 1s extremely pleased that the merit of this publication has been recognized. It
1s a major contribution to the published history of Orange County. Society members can obtain
copies of the diary from our headquarters at member’s discount price of $13.45 (Virginia resident
members add 61¢ for State tax; for mailed copies add $1.75 per book.)

Author! Author!

The Society extends its congratulations to our Research Historian Consultant Ann Miller,
who is the author of nine sections for Simon & Schuster’s just released James Madison and the
American Nation, 1751-1836: An Encyclopedia. Ann wrote the following sections: Richard and
Anna Cutts, Isaac Hite, John Maddison, Ambrose Madison, Dolley Madison, Nelly Conway
Madison, the Madison Family, Montpelier, and Orange County.

Recent Additions to the Society’s Library

Descendants of Augustus Kuper, by William Stebbins Hubard. (Gift of Barbara Vines
Little)

“Until Seperated by Death: " Lives and Civil War Letters of Jesse Rolston, Jr. & Mary
Catharine Cromer, edited by Joyce DeBolt Miller. (Gift of Barbara Vines Little)

Harrison Families in 17th Century Virginia: A Primer, by James E. Harrison. (Gift of
Barbara Vines Little) '

James Madison and the American Nation, 1751-1836: An Encyclopedia, edited by Robert A.
Rutland.
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Two Transportation Stories of 1855
The following articles are respectively from the January 15, 1855 and the March 8, 1855 issues of

Fredericksburg’s Virginia Herald:

MAIL STAGE!

The undersigned contractor for carrying the mails

between Fredericksburg and Orange Court House, has |- enerylag
Vnﬁnkhhm snd Orange

placed on this route a neat and comfortable two horse
STAGE for the accommodation of the travel between
those two points.

Leaving Fredericksburg, atthe Farmers’ Hotel at
6 o'clock on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, and
arriving at Orange Court House at 3 o’clock, P. M.

Leaves Orange Court House, Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays at 6 o’clock, A. M., arrives at
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Fredericksburg at three o'clock, P. M.

Fare with customary baggage each way
" From Fredericksburg to Chancellorsville 1 00
" From Fredericksburg to Verdiersville

or Adams

" From Verdiersville to Orange Court

House

And the same rates at the same places from Orange
Court House to Fredericksburg. A reasonable charge |
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for extra baggage. All packages or bundles sent on this
line must be left with me, and the fare paid before sent. Also, all packages or bundles sent on the
Culpeper route must be left and paid for in this manner.

Passengers will be called for in any part of town. No seats considered taken until paid for.
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The Branch Plank Road

It is a source of congratulation that five miles and
a quarter of this important improvement is planked and
the connection made with the main stem. This
connection was made about the middle of February; at
which time there yet remained one mile and three-
quarters of the contract to be laid with plank, being
graded to Germanna. It will doubtless be completed to
that point by the first of April. We are informed that the
work is going on vigorously, and that the contract on the
Culpeper side is progressing very satisfactorily, much to
the credit of the efficient President.
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